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NZILA Comments on the Auckland Governance
The debate on the issues associated with the Government’s proposals for future governance of Auckland is starting to become more complex and detailed.  Much of this debate is, at present, centred on particular governance arrangements, the broad changes to the Commissions recommendations made seemingly without consultation by the Government, the necessity for certainly given the current economic environment and issues of leadership and community representation. Despite much scepticism and reference to the potential down sides of the proposals, I believe there are many positive aspects to the proposal. I am particularly interested in the opportunity that the formulation of the proposed Auckland Council represents for recognising the unique marine, urban, coastal, rural, production and wilderness landscapes of the Region within a wider integrated spatial growth management framework – in whatever form that may take.
The Super City proposal is aspirational and aims to make Auckland great by allowing Auckland’s civic leaders to “think regionally, plan strategically and act decisively” (Making Auckland Greater; The Governments decision on Auckland Governance, April 2009).  Underpinning this vision is the natural environment with our regional landscapes providing the basis for our international competitive advantage in regard to liveability and quality of life.  
For Auckland to be one of the most beautiful cities in the world, an exciting vibrant metropolitan city and region that provides its residents with a great living environment will require leadership and great vision. It is my belief that through visionary landscape architecture and collaboration with related professions, including town planning, architecture and urban design good determinative spatial planning has much to offer in realising this vision.   A disciplined understanding of the region’s landscape resources as well as realistic planning for business land as well as for all types of residential growth will, as I see it, be key to the Regions one city future.  
Interestingly there appears to be a swing back towards centralised planning with proposals for both a Waterfront Development Agency which incorporates the city and city fringe and a much stronger regional Urban Design Panel with sign-off power for major projects. Both of these proposals have significant urban design and planning implications and opportunities. 
Historically integrated landuse planning has been largely ignored for the Region. The formulation of the Auckland Council paves a clear path for a region wide perspective for managing growth and development in order to strategically plan for a range of living environments, including metropolitan urban development, while at the same time enabling the protection, enhancement and management of the natural environment. 
Underpinning this is the need for a clear one city Regional Plan that sets out a clear regional landuse structure supported by a strategic Infrastructure Plan. In this regard it is crucial that the key natural and physical assets, upon which our intended future is to be founded, are identified and appropriately recognised across all environments and through a range of spatial scales: from a local urban pocket park, to the rural hinterland of south Auckland; from the Port of Auckland, to the margins of the Kaipara Harbour; and from Ponsonby Road, to Piha.   
That’s how we’ll make Auckland Great.
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