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Thursday 6 October 2011  -   4:30pm to 7:30pm - Univers i ty of Auckland, Design Lecture Theatre, 22 Symonds St

Hi all urban design forum members, 

Central government has released a discussion document 
Building Sustainable Urban Communities –exploring place based 
approaches to sustainable urban development in New Zealand. Its 
about redeveloping areas that have the potential to provide New 
Zealanders with more housing choices, viable public transport and 
thriving town centres. 
(can be found at :  http://www.dia.govt.nz/diawebsite.nsf/Files/
BSUCwholedocument/$file/BSUCwholedocument.pdf)

One of the tasks of the Urban Design Forum is to raise awareness 
at the national level of the need for, and benefits of, good urban 
design, and in particular the need for better tools and techniques 
to implement good design processes.

This discussion document seeks input on:
• what central and local government can do to support sustainable 
urban development
• how better to integrate land use and transport planning with 
infrastructure provision
• ways of funding sustainable urban development
• how to identify and collate land for redevelopment in strategic 
locations
• whether it is necessary to streamline planning processes
• ways of improving housing provision, choice and affordability.

In our view, the document doesn’t pay enough attention to how to 
put good urban design into practice. Urban design has to be at the 
core of any new organization / process set up to  facilitate urban 
redevelopment, and any such body / organization also has to have 
the tools to implement good urban design – in both the public and 
private realm. 

The Department of Internal Affairs is accepting comments until 
Friday 28 November 2008.

Greg McBride and myself will pull together UDF’s submission. 

There are two ways to offer your views: 

1.     For those in Auckland, come to John Byrne’s presentation on 
the 29 October 2009. Following John’s talk, we will have a brain 
storming session to gather ideas / comments

2.     Otherwise - E mail any comments to Greg or David by Friday 
7 November 2008.  
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David Mead - Hill Young Cooper - DavidM@hyc.co.nz
Greg McBride - Harrison Grierson - g.mcbride@harrisongrierson.com
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Brought to you by

SPATIAL PLANNING AND URBAN DESIGN 
2 September 2010, Auckland Town Hall 

A Seminar and Discussion Forum brought to you by the Urban Design Forum, New Zealand Planning Institute and the 
School of Architecture & Planning, University of Auckland. 

Generously supported by 

Introduction 
 
How can urban design principles and practices influence large scale, spatial planning? How can spatial plans deliver better quality, 
more sustainable urban environments?  
 
The purpose of the seminar is to identify how urban design can be at the core of the Auckland spatial plan, giving the Urban  
Design Forum a platform from which to advocate to the in-coming Council. The Ministry for the Environment is providing some 
funding for collating the ideas discussed during the day into a commentary on urban design and spatial planning.   
 
Date:    Thursday 2 September 2010 
Venue:   Auckland Town Hall Meeting Room, Queen Street, Auckland Central 
Time:    9.00am to 4.00pm. 
 

Programme: 
 
9.00am  Registration and Arrival Tea/Coffee 
 
9.30am    Welcome 
   Ludo Campbell-Reid, Auckland City Council 
 
9.35am  Spatial plans and the Auckland Region, past, present and future. 
   Peter Winder,  Chief Executive, Auckland Regional Council 
 
10.15am   Morning tea 
 
10:45am  DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {Ǉŀǘƛŀƭ tƭŀƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ  ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƎƻƻŘ 
    urban design practice can be incorporated into the Plan  
   Minister for the Environment, Nick Smith. 
 
11:30am   Background to the legislative requirement for spatial plans  
   Campbell Jensen, Ministry for the Environment 
 
12.00pm  Questions 

School of Architecture & Planning  

A Seminar and Discussion Forum brought to you by Urban Design Forum 
and the School of Architecture & Planning, University of Auckland.

Auckland Plan
The draft Auckland Plan is out for comment. 

Does the Plan provide enough direction on urban design outcomes?

Hear from people involved in some of the background work that went into 
the Plan. The Built Environment Team of Auckland Council organised an 
urban design working party made up of public and private sector urban 
designers. Some of the members of that working party will talk on the 
work that was undertaken (but didn’t find its way into the draft Plan).

The Urban Design Forum needs to organise a submission on the Plan.  
This seminar will help to develop the content of that submission. About 
a week before the event, some initial comments on the draft Plan will be 
posted on the Urban Design Forum’s website to help spark discussion on 
the night.

Programme:

4:30 to 5:15pm 	 Drinks and nibbles

5:15 to 6:45pm 	 Introduction:
		  David Mead

		  Green Infrastructure:
		  Will Thresher

 	 	 Developer’s perspective:
		  Patrick Fontein

 	 	 Urban redevelopment
 		  case studies:
		  Graeme Scott

 	 	 Urban Design proposals:
		  Nicola Williams

6:45 to 7:15pm	 General discussion

7:15pm 		  Reflections on the Plan:
		  (TBA)

7:30pm		  Wrap up

Registration details:
Please email details (name, 
organisation) to:
webmaster@urbandesignforum.org.nz

Fee:  
UDF member $20.00
Non UDF member $25.00.
Payment methods:
Direct credit:  
	 (please quote your name, if paying for
	 more than 1 person advise in email 
	 your payee details and schedule of 
	 persons being paid for)
		  UDF
		  06-0237-0053717-75
		  National Bank, Newmarket Auckland
Cash on the night is OK
Sorry, no cheques or credit cards

For registration and payment enquiries: 
Melanie Whittaker ph  309 1893

Entrance to
Conference Centre
Lecture Theatre
School of Architecture and 
Planning

Entrance to car park
behind Owen G Glen 
Building 
Grafton Road

UDF supported by


